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PRESS STATEMENT                         For Immediate Release

The Inaugural Kuala Lumpur Mayor’s Tourism Awards 2011 - Celebrating the Industry’s Best in Style. 
Kuala Lumpur. 21st June 2011 – The inaugural Kuala Lumpur Mayor’s Tourism Awards Gala Dinner was held at the Shangri La Hotel. It was attended by the Right Honourable Prime Minister, Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib Bin Tun Hj Abdul Razak, Malaysia’s Fourth Prime Minister – Tun Dr. Mahathir Bin Mohamad, the Minister of Federal Territories & Urban Wellbeing – YB Dato’ Raja Nong Chik Bin Dato’ Raja Zainal Abidin, the Minister for Tourism – YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Ng Yen Yen, the Deputy Minister of Federal Territories & Urban Wellbeing – YB Datuk M. Saravanan, and YBhg. Tan Sri Ahmad Fuad Ismail, the Mayor of Kuala Lumpur as the host. 
The Kuala Lumpur Mayor’s Tourism Awards is introduced to identify and recognize tourism industry players who have strived towards making Kuala Lumpur an international tourist destination besides to establish a high standard of practice for products and services in the tourism industry within Kuala Lumpur. 

Nominations and Judging Process
Since the launch of the awards in early March, the secretariat received over 2000 nominations. The nominations underwent an initial filtering exercise to ensure eligibility and that the nominations conformed to the award requirements and criteria. The qualified nominations were then shortlisted to 362 nominees, and the final shortlisted nominees that went through the judging process were 184 establishments and individuals.
Each category of award was judged by a panel of senior industry professionals who were led by a head judge. There were a total of ten judging panels that took between 6 to 9 weeks to conduct a thorough judging process. The process included site visits by the panels of judges and interviews with the nominees.

The Awards
Leading the award recipients was YABhg Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, who was presented with the “Lifetime Achievement Award” for his many contributions that have shaped the Kuala Lumpur tourism industry over the last three decades. In the citation read by Datuk Seri Michael Yam, Tun Dr. Mahathir’s significant contributions includes the KLIA, the Sepang Formula1 Circuit, the KL Tower and the cities most recognizable icon – the Petronas Twin Towers. 
Nine categories with 32 awards were contended in this inaugural edition. The categories of awards were for Accommodations, Restaurants, Tourist Attractions, Nightspots, Shopping Malls, Foreign Airlines, International Tour Operators, Print Media (Magazines) and Front Liners. There were three classes of awards presented, i.e. Outstanding Achievement  Awards (highest class), Excellence Awards and the Mayor’s Recognition Awards.
The breakdown of awards is as follows:
· Accommodations category – 
One Outstanding Achievement Award & five Excellence Awards (including budget hotel)
· Restaurant category – 
Four Excellence Awards 
· Tourist Attraction category –
One Outstanding Achievement Award & Three Excellence Awards

· Nightspot category – 
One Outstanding Achievement Award & Three Excellence Awards

· Shopping Mall category – 
One Outstanding Achievement Award & Three Excellence Awards 

· Tour Operator category – 
One Outstanding Achievement Award & Three Excellence Awards

· Foreign Airline category – 
One Outstanding Achievement Award 
· Print Media category – 
Two Excellence Awards

· Three Mayor’s Recognition Awards
Three of the city’s best front line personnel received the Mayor’s Recognition Awards for going over and above the call of duty in providing excellent experience to tourists visiting Kuala Lumpur. Besides receiving an award plaque, all winners also win a free 3 days/2 nights courtesy of the Hard Rock Hotel, Penang, and a cash prize of RM2,000 from Kuala Lumpur City Hall. 
The award recipients were presented with silver plaques exclusively crafted by the internationally renowned French brand of silverware, Christofle. Whilst Mouawad created the special Trophy for the Lifetime Achievement Award of the Kuala Lumpur Mayor's Tourism Awards which was presented to YABhg Tun Mahathir B. Mohamad. This custom made Objet D'art, designed by Mouawad's creative team in Paris, is made of several components from various countries around the world. The base of the trophy is a hand carved slab of Natural Lapis Lazuli from Afghanistan weighing more than 1000 grams. Mounted on the base, is a sterling silver stand, made in Paris, holding a silver plated plaque etched with the details of the award. The unique feature of this trophy is that the  5 Star part of the Kuala Lumpur Mayor's  Tourism Awards Logo is actually a removable Lapel Pin hand crafted in Mouawad Geneva out of 18 Kt white and yellow gold and set with top quality diamonds. Finally, all components were meticulously assembled in Kuala Lumpur.

Tan Sri Ahmad Fuad Ismail, Mayor of Kuala Lumpur mentioned “Tonight we celebrate not only the award recipients but also the contributions by the Kuala Lumpur tourism industry players that have shaped Kuala Lumpur into an international tourist destination, over the years”. Added the Mayor; “The response to the inaugural Kuala Lumpur Mayor’s Tourism Awards has been so enthusiastic, not just within the industry but also from the general public. The number of nominations received is overwhelming, and the public voting has been very successful. I am told that the website has received over 12,000 hits - this shows that there is much interest in these awards”. He also thanked the award partners for their generous sponsorship, citing that their contributions would lead to the success of the programme and achieving the desired outcome for the long term. The award partners include Mouawad, Christofle, Shangri La Kuala Lumpur Hotel, Malaysia Airlines, Arch Collection, Jojo Events, Hard Rock Hotel Penang, STYLO International, Bon Zainal and Farah Khan. 
“Kuala Lumpur, My City” Kuala Lumpur City Hall’s destination video was aired during the Gala Dinner. The video features seven personalities promoting different aspects of the city ie Tan Sri Dr. Francis Yeoh, Dato’ Mokhzani Tun Mahathir, Andrew Davison, Serina Hijjas, Wan Zaleha Radzi. Jo Kukatas and Carmen Soo;.  
The guests were entertained by Kuala Lumpur City Hall Orchestra featuring Norynn Aziz, Syafinaz, Jatt, Azhar, Fredo and ended with a stellar performance by the renowned Las Vegas singer and Elvis impersonator; Johnny Elvis Thompson. 
Kindly collect award recipients’ list at the Help Desk (the Grand Ballroom’s entrance) after the award presentation ceremony is over.

For more information contact: Puan Noraza Yusof, Head of Secretariat, Kuala Lumpur Mayor’s Tourism Awards at 013-3399915 or email: norazayusof@gmail.com
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